
 

Dear Lake Mathews Community, 
     March has arrived with real winter chill in the air!.. We know, howev-

er, that spring is just around the corner.  Second trimester  ends soon and 

report cards will be sent home on March 16. 

     I hope you have all had the opportunity to listen to the all-community 

messages sent by the superintendent related to school safety and support-

ing our students.  The tragedies around the country remind us all of the 

necessity to be aware, to report concerns, and to always  keep communica-

tion open.  The National Association of School Psychologists recommends 

the following as effective ways to work with children: 

        * create a sense of safety with normal, predictable routines 

        * listen to their concerns and feeling 

        * suggest limiting their use of media to lower their stress 

        * realize that sleep difficulties are common and can lead to  

           fatigue, lowering participation 

 Together we will continue to build and maintain a safe and healthy learn-

ing environment for our young people. 

     On the scholarly front, our congratulations go to the following students 

who placed in the district science fair:  Olivia Rios (Bronze), Lucy Quinto 

(Silver), Sophia Pack (Gold), and Juliano Nahhas (Silver).  Thank you to 

Mrs. Torres and Mrs. Ippolito who co-chaired the science fair at Lake 

Mathews. 

     Kindness club is sponsoring a basket for the silent auction at Open 

House on March 29.  The basket will be given to one of our Lake 

Mathews’ families who lost their house and belongings in a fire in Febru-

ary.  Contributions of gift cards are greatly appreciated to support this 

Bobcat family . 

     Coding club opportunities expanded this month with classes now being 

offered by 3 of our faculty members.  Our plan is to offer more beginning 

classes next year and to expand with the next level of classes for those 

who have taken the first one this year. 

     Open House is set for Thursday, March 29.  Rooms will  be open and 

students will be sharing work completed thus far.  There will also be  the 

PTA basket silent auction in the MPR and a performance by the Royal 

Blue  Chorus, our after school chorus group . Rooms will be open 6-7 pm; 

chorus performs at 7-7:15 and the  auction results are announced at 7:30.  

We hope you  all  can attend. 

     Spring break is April 2-8 with  classes resuming April 9.  Other up-

coming events are listed on the calendar and the web page.  Note that day-

light savings begins again on March 11. 

      

Sincerely, 

Pamela R. Williams 
Principal 
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Safety Note 

Dismissal traffic is a chal-

lenge, and we ask drivers to 

observe traffic codes and to 

use caution.  Cars are not to 

be in the red curb zones even 

if drivers are in the car.     

Drivers are asked to be cau-

tious and courteous.  Our 

students ‘ safety is at stake. 



Transitional Kindergarten Talk 

ent cultures as we learn about Ireland 

and the St. Patrick’s Day celebration.  

  

Math: 

 We have been focusing  on  

how to compose and decompose num-

bers 11 to 20. The children understand 

that these numbers break down into 

two parts, the first of which is 10.  

They demonstrate this by using the ten 

frames and writing the accompanying 

math sentence. 

   

We will hold our Spring Center Day on 

Friday, March 23rd.  Your child’s 

teacher will have the details. 

 

Please mark your calendar for Open 

House on Thursday, March 29.  We look 

forward to seeing you!  It is also a 

great opportunity to visit the 1st grade 

classrooms to see what your child will be 

learning next year.  

                           

              Mrs. Mattson   Ext. 43545    

smattson@rusd.k12.ca.us                              

Mrs. Ippolito  Ext. 43524 

dippolito@rusd.k12.ca.us 

                 Mrs. Verango   Ext. 43512 

                dverango@rusd.k12.ca.us 

                 Mrs. Volker    Ext.  43503 

                pvolker@rusd.k12.ca.us 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten Chatter 

Kindergarten News 

Language Arts/Reading/

Writing: 

 Our language arts theme is 

“Weather”, which will also be the fo-

cus of science this month.   We will 

learn about the letters Jj, Qq, Yy, Zz. 

 Our new High Frequency 

Words will be: with, my, me, where.  It 

is important to review all the previ-

ously learned words (see the inside 

cover of the homework journal.) The 

immediate recognition of these words 

will improve fluency and comprehen-

sion during reading.  We will be blend-

ing sounds and working with words 

that have the short vowel sounds. 

Social Studies/Science: 

 During social studies, we will 

study events of the past and differ-

TK News   

Our TK class will be 

learning about weather and 

seasons during our theme 

“Earth and Sky”.  We will also 

spend a week learning how to 

take care of our Earth.   

In math, we are concentrat-

ing on breaking down and 

building numbers 6-10.  We 

are learning that this is 

called “decomposing and com-

posing” numbers! 

As we approach St. Patrick’s 

Day, excitement will build with 

regard to catching a lepre-

chaun.  We will set a trap, but 

my class has not caught one in 

14 years.  Maybe the luck of 

the Irish will be with us this 

year! 

We will have our final center 

day on March 23.  We will be 

celebrating spring with related 

center activities.   

Open House is March 29.  

I hope to see all the fam-

ilies visiting our class-

room.  I also encourage 

you to tour the kinder-

garten rooms for a 

glimpse of what to ex-

pect next year. 

Mrs.Burch  

Ext 43505 
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Second Grade Scoop 

                First grade focus 

                         Second Grade Scoop 

Second graders will be very busy learning new material and spiral reviewing during the month of March!  In math, students will 

begin to work on the Data and Graphing unit.  They will also continue to expand knowledge of number sense by adding and subtracting two

-digit numbers with and without regrouping involving two-step word problems. In addition, students will solve two-step word problems with 

unknowns.  Extra practice at home with committing addition and subtraction facts to memory will be very beneficial.     

In language arts, our readers will continue with Theme 4, Better Together.   In mid- March we will move on to Theme 5, Growing 

and Changing, which will include the following reading comprehension strategies: drawing conclusions, follow directions by noting details, 

listing sequence of events, and making inferences.  In writing, we will continue with opinion writing.  Students will write opinion pieces in-

troducing a topic, state their opinion, provide reasons supporting their opinion, and write a conclusion.  They should be writing a 60+ word 

opinion piece. 

In social studies, our second graders will learn about consumers and producers in the marketplace.  They will also be learning 

about Earth’s resources and how they are used in the marketplace.  Please keep an eye out for notices from your child’s teacher regarding 

social studies projects and due dates for items.   

As always, thank you for your encouragement and support.  

      

Mrs. Baca: Ext. 43515 (kbaca@rusd.k12.ca.us)           Mrs. Grova : Ext. 43514 (lgrova@rusd.k12.ca.us)               

Mrs. McBride: Ext. 43507 (cmcbride@rusd.k12.ca.us)  Mrs. D. Flores  Ext. 43510 (dflores@rusd.k12.ca.us)  

First Grade Focus 

 

As always, Lake Mathews first graders are busy learning every day.  In March, we learned about plant and animal 

habitats at the Hidden Valley Nature Preserve.  This tied in nicely with our current unit in science. We learned 

about the navigation system that migrating birds use to fly south for the winter and return safely to the Hidden 

Valley pond.  Our hike led us to the edge of the pond where we used our investigation tools to look closely at the 

life in the pond.  Our beautiful animal necklaces will be a reminder of our first grade field trip. Students showed 

all they have learned for the past two months in math on the math benchmark test.  In language arts, we are con-

tinuing to focus on our essential question:  What can we learn from nature?  We have read non-fiction selections 

about many different scientists and how they learned about the world by observing plants, animals, and the sky. 

We hope you and your family had a relaxing spring break, and are now ready to finish this year with newfound 

energy.  As always, any questions can be directed to your child’s teacher.   

                                    The First Grade Team  

Miss Duarte Ext. 43511 cduarte@rusd.k12.ca.us  

Mrs. Rees Ext.43519     rrees@rusd.k12.ca.us        

Mrs. Torres Ext. 43540 ftorres@rusd.k12.ca.us  

Mrs. Wilson Ext. 43508  dwilson@rusd@gmail.com  

 

mailto:kcauffiel@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:lgrova@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:ftorres@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:cduarte@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:bnorton@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:ftorres@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:Albright.rusd@gmail.com


 
March is upon us and it comes with many fun-filled activities!  This month we celebrate Read Across America Day 

and honor Dr. Seuss.  The students are excited about reading and sharing out their favorite books.  We will also be 

Jump Roping for Heart.  Third grade is gearing up for state testing and reviewing with the students to sharpen 

their skills.  Please remember to access this site at home and review with your child.  We look forward to seeing all 

of you at Open House at the end of the month! 

MATH:  We will continue our units of study in multiplication and division.  As the unit progresses we will be be-

ginning fractions as well. Please review those basic math facts with your student nightly.  We are working towards 

mastery of their math skills. Have students log in to Dream Box weekly to sharpen their skills. 

LANGUAGE ARTS: Our focus has been on building reading comprehension through both fiction and nonfiction 

materials.  Read with your student and ask them questions as you read along.  We continue with opinion writing 

and building good writing structure.   

SOCIAL STUDIES:  In social studies, our unit of study focuses on early California history.  We will be looking at 

California communities from long ago and today.  We will see how they have changed greatly from the early explor-

ers to today and see how every community has its own story. Our studies will then look at Riverside history specifi-

cally. 

SCIENCE: We are wrapping up our studies in the solar system with our Alien Projects.  Students have had a spec-

tacular time traveling the universe.  Our next unit of study will be in the physical sciences:  matter, energy, and 

light. 

Thank you as always for continued support and help with our students and classrooms. 

                                   Mrs. Bambrick ~ Mrs. Flotron ~ Mrs. Nuttall~ Ms. Sheskey ~ Ms. Starr 

                                   ( x43520)            (x43513)          (x43541)          (x43516)       (x43509)      .      

           Sheskey  (lsheskey@rusd.k12.ca.us)            Mrs. Bambrick    (vbambrick@rusd.k12.ca.us)     

                     Mrs. Flotron      (vflotron@rusd.k12.ca.us)     Mrs. Nuttall   (dnuttall@rusd.k12.ca.us)     

Ms. Starr  (CStarr@rusd.k12.ca.us) 

Fourth Grade Fun 
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This month is the celebration of music! This year, music will lighten up our lunch period with all types of music genres. There are many activities com-

ing our way, so please read all reminders and notices coming home.   Also this year the fourth grade team would like to present the musical play, “Go 

West.”  The performances are planned for the end of May in the afternoon.  A flyer will be sent out with the details of the event as we near the perfor-

mance as to the times, dates, and cowboy attire.  In addition, report cards will go home on the 16th of March, so look for the second trimester grades.   

LANGUAGE ARTS:  We are currently reading selections on information texts and persuasive articles.  This is to support the writing directions for opinion 

writings.  Students will refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says and when drawing inferences from the text. In addi-

tion, they will explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text.  This will help them integrate information from 

text in order to write about a subject knowledgeably. Each day, students need to be retelling the passages from the fluency readings or passages in 

their AR books.  Please encourage your student to read daily and build AR points and/or word counts. 

MATH:   We will be teaching the topics 11, 12, & 13 in the month of March. These units include fractions with equivalence and ordering, adding and 

subtracting fractions, then adding and subtracting mixed numbers. Please review math homework nightly to reinforce at home what is occurring in 

class.  All students should be participating in our Dreambox online math program.  This is a great resource for building and reinforcing math skills.  It is 

our school goal to work/play for more than 15 minutes each week on Dreambox. 

SOCIAL STUDIES:  Our social studies curriculum will focus on the unit called, The Road to Statehood.   The chapters we will be studying are Chapter 5, 

California Here We Come!  and Chapter 6 Statehood for California.   The  chapters include lessons on Americans moving west, the many trails from the 

east to the west, the gold rush, the effects of the gold rush, and finally how California becomes part of the United States. We are scheduling a school 

site field trip, where students will learn about the gold rush period and the struggles that many faced going back home with empty pockets.    

SCIENCE:  Earth science is the focus of learning for the beginning of this third trimester.  Students will learn about slow and fast changes on Earth.  It 

all begins with chapter 3 with the rock cycle, chapter 4 is weathering, erosion, and landforms and chapter 5 focuses on landslides, earthquakes, and 

volcanoes. Students will identify rocks and their properties and evaluate the changes the Earth goes through over time. 

  Physical Education: The fourth grade team would like to remind everyone that P.E. is every day except on Wednesdays, so please wear appropriate 

clothing and shoes. Also, please check with your students nightly for reminders about homework, and exciting upcoming events.  

TESTING: We will be reviewing and preparing for the SBAC Tests that will be given in May.    

 Mrs. Beymer: rbeymer@rusd.k12.ca.us;      Ms. Howard: mhoward@rusd.k12.ca.us;  

 Ms. Richardson:  crichardson@rusd.k12.ca.us;  Mrs. Sanchez: mlsanchez@rusd.k12.ca.us;        Mrs. Smith: ajsmith@rusd.k12.ca.us 

 

Third Grade Thunder 

mailto:rbeymer@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:mhoward@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:crichardson@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:mlsanchez@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:asmith@rusd.k12.ca.us


Sixth Grade Summary 
We are more than half way through trimester two! The students are making progress towards the rigorous standards that 

6th graders should meet by the end of the year.  

In language arts, we are working on writing an argument essay.  Students will be reading articles that look at both sides of 
an issue, then take a side and write an argument essay to defend their point of view.  Students will learn to use accurate facts, relia-
ble websites and specific information to support their arguments.  Our district writing assessment will be at the beginning of 
March.   

In social studies, the students will learn about the history and culture of Ancient Greece. They will continue to use textual 
evidence to support claims using primary sources by answering essential questions using the R.A.C.E. strategy.   

In math, the students will be starting on Unit 4, which is focusing on Expressions. This is a critical unit in 6th grade.  We 
will be working on mathematical concepts of variables, expressions, and exponential notation. We will be using variables to repre-
sent unknown quantities. The students will learn how to find the greatest common factor and least common multiple of two num-
bers. It is crucial that students know all multiplication facts up to 12 fluently in order to be successful with the next few topics in 6th 
grade.  

In science, the sixth graders are continuing Chapter 1, which focuses on Earth Ecology. Students will learn that all living 
organisms live in ecosystems in which energy is exchanged to maintain life. They will learn the different roles plants, animals, and 
other organisms play as producers, consumers, and decomposers. They will continue to take two-column notes answering essential 
questions in order to answer the overall question for the chapter. We will begin Chapter 2 on Earth’s Biomes.  

Thank you for all the donations for the candy grams. This has been a great success in the past and helps provide funds for 
the end of the year 6th grade activities. We really appreciate all of the volunteers that dedicate their time. 

An email should be sent out soon from Pali Institute that has a link for the Parent Pack (student application form). It is 
important to complete the form as soon as possible if your child is going to attend science camp. Thank you again for all of your 
continued support! 

Mrs. Irvin lirvin@rusd.k12.ca.us                           Mrs. Thompson smthompson@rusd.k12.ca.us   

Mrs. Nicholson cnicholson@rusd.k12.ca.us .      Mrs. Schulte nschulte@rusd.k12.ca.us 
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Fabulous Fifth Grade 

 

Students have been hard at work as we finish up our second trimester!  During the month of March, students will be complet-

ing 5th Grade Physical Fitness Testing, with results reported to the state of California.  Our testing date will in mid-March.  Stu-

dents will be notified of the date in advance. Please do what you can to ensure that your child is present on that day.  It would 

be greatly appreciated.  Our instructional focus for the next month will be the following: 

LANGUAGE ARTS:  We will continue our focus on literature and informational texts that focus on the big idea, “How do we in-

vestigate questions about nature?”  Students continue to practice organizing notes, use multiple resources, and cite textual 

evidence.  They will apply all these skills as they write an opinion essay.     

MATH:  We are learning about multiplying fractions and mixed numbers.  Since a working knowledge of math facts is necessary 

in order to be successful with this topic, please continue to encourage your student to practice multiplication math facts on a 

regular basis. 

SOCIAL STUDIES:  We will begin by learning about the colonies leading up to the causes and key events that led up to the 

American Revolutionary War.  At this time, students should be well on their way to finishing their state report project.  On the 

day state reports are due, your student should also be ready to present his or her oral presentation based on his or her written 

report. 

SCIENCE:  Our focus is now on physical science.  Students are learning about the types of matter and their physical and chemi-

cal properties.  They will be learning about elements and the periodic table, along with mixtures, compounds, and chemical 

reactions.                                      

Mrs. Cervantes  Ext. 43542  (mcervamtes@rusd.k12.ca.us)   Mrs. Steel  Ext. 43523 (msteel@rusd.k12.ca.us)                  

Mrs. Sperry   Ext. 43526 (hsperry@rusd.k12.ca.us)   Mrs. Wilder   Ext. 43506 (nwilder@rusd.k12.ca.us) 

mailto:lirvin@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:smthompson@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:cnicholson@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:nschulte@rusd.k12.ca.us


Sun Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Sat 

             31        1 

 

2 

Read  

Across 

America 

Day 

 

3 

4 

 

5        6        7 

 

        8 

 

        9 

Minimum Day 

Dismissal 

11:50 a.m. 

 

10 

11 

Daylight 

Savings 

Time  

Begins 

Set clocks 

ahead 1 

hour. 

        12         13 

 

 

14 

 

15             16 

Report Cards 

Go Home 

 

End of 2nd tri. 

       17 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

 

 

21 22 

 

23 

 

 

       24 

       25 

 

           26 

Kindergarten 

Registration 

Begins   

 

       27 

 

          28           29 

Open 

House 

6-7:15 pm 

Basket 

Auction 

30 

Awards 

Assemblies 

 

       31 

Spring 

Break 

Begins 

     

2018  

MARCH 




